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UNESCO-ICHEI located in
Shenzhen, China, was approved

_ENTRE FOR
NNOVATION

and communication technology

sector, and drawing upon China’s

on November 13, 2015 by the
38th General Conference of
UNESCO. ltis the tenth

experience with the massification of e NS
its higher education system and the :

lessons learned from the

Education Sector UNESCO
Category 2 Centre in the world
and also the first Category 2
Centre for higher education in
China.

ICHEI works closely with
UNESCO’s mission and
direction. By exploiting the
potentials of ICTs, especially
Shenzhen’s bustling information

advancement of higher education
innovation in more developed
countries, ICHEI aims to support the
expansion, improve quality, and
promote equity in higher education in
developing countries.
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- Knowledge Production”

Improve knowledge to address challenges in higher education innovation
relating to quality, equity, and governance in less developed countries in the
Asia-Pacific and African regions;

Provide evidence based policy advice on higher education innovation to less
developed countries in the Asia-Pacific and African regions.

- Capacity Building”

Enhance capacity of policy makers, institutional leaders, and administrators to
improve performance of public higher education institutions through the
application of ICTs for innovation in management and improved gender
equality;

Enhance capacity of faculty in the application of ICTs to improve teaching and
learning processes, especially for girls and disadvantaged sections of society;
Enhance capacity of public higher education institutions and systems to
promote the application of ICTs in higher education innovation through

L South-South and North-South cooperation.

- Technical Support ™

Improve quality of policy as well as professional and technical advice for
developing countries, increase opportunities for research collaboration and
student and faculty exchange;

Enhance partnerships with ICT enterprises.

- Information Sharing”

To serve as a platform for sharing successful higher education innovation
experiences through the use of our website as well as regular reports and
newsletters;

Disseminate high quality publications of exemplary practices in higher

education innovation.

ICHEI is located on the campus of
Southern University of Science and
Technology (SUSTech.) The centre
currently has five offices and two meeting
rooms that have been equipped with
facilities allowing for simultaneous
interpreting of up to six languages and
remote video equipment which are
essential to holding international
teleconferences. The permanent office,
set to be completed in 2018, will be
located in the SUSTech International
Convention Centre. With a total area of
17,000 square meters, the International
Convention Centre at SUSTech will

provide sufficient research and exchange
space for the international forums and
training programmes organized by ICHEI.
Additionally, among the 17,000 square

meters, an area of 900 square meters will

be used as the permanent office address
of ICHEL

To achieve ICHEI’s mission and goals,

ICHEI will carry out the following activities:

International

publications,

and information

Capacity building training
for policy makers,
institutional
leaders,faculty members,
and administrators in
Asian and African

Global level

Higher education
innovation programmes
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International Advisory
Committee

Director

Shenzhen

UNESCO Government

—

General Affairs
Office

Training
Office

Research
Office

Governing Board
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GOVERNING BOARD®’

Chairwoman
Ms. WU Yihuan

Deputy Mayor of

Shenzhen Government

BOARD MEMBERS

Mr. Freddy Boey

Vice President, Nan
Yang Technology
University

Mr. CHEN Shiyi

President, Southern
University of
Science and
Technology

N4

Mr. Stanley M. Simataa

President of the 38th session of
the General Conference of
UNESCO, Deputy Minister for
Information and Communication

Technology of Namibia

Mr. DU Yue

Secretary-General of the
National Commission of

the People's Republic of
China for UNESCO

Mr. TANG Qian

Assistant
Director-General,

Mr. ZHANG Jihong

Director, Bureau of
Education of
Shenzhen
Municipality

Mr. LI Ming

Director, UNESCO
International Centre
for Higher Education
Innovation

LEADERSHIP OF ICHEI

Education,
UNESCO

Mr. Charles Chen Yidan
Core Founder and
Adviser Emeritus of
Tencent, Founder and
Honorary Chairman of
Tencent Charity
Foundation

Mr. LI Ming
Director

Ms. HAN Wei
Deputy Director

N4

Mr. LU Chun
Deputy Director
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HISTORY

February

The consensus of establishing a UNESCO Category 2
centre in Shenzhen was reached between XU Qin, the
Mayor of Shenzhen, and HAO Ping, the Deputy
Director-General of the Ministry of Education of China.

June
MOU on cooperation was signed in Suzhou between the
Shenzhen Government and UNESCO.

August
SUSTech organised the Leading Group and Project Team
for UNESCO Category 2 Centre.

October

Project Team visited the Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for
International Understanding (APCEIU) under the Auspices
of UNESCO.

April
Project Team visited the UNESCO Headquarters.

May
International High-end Seminar on Higher Education
Innovation was held in Shenzhen.

Funds-in-Trust Agreement was concluded in Qingdao
between the Shenzhen Government and UNESCO.

June
A UNESCO panel visited Shenzhen to carry out a feasibility
study on the establishment of a Category 2 Centre.

August
Project Team visited the UNESCO International Research and
Training Centre for Rural Education (INRULED).

October

Project Team attended the 197th session of UNESCO Executive
Board. On October 15th, the project of ICHEI was approved after the
deliberation of UNESCO Executive Board.

November

The establishment of ICHEI under the auspices of UNESCO in
Shenzhen, China was approved by the 38th General Conference of
UNESCO.

From November 14 to 15, 2016, ICHEI International Consulting
Meeting was held in at SUSTech in Shenzhen.

December
ICHEI visited the UNESCO office in Bangkok.

ICHEI attended the 30th Plenary Session of the Chinese National
Commission for UNESCO in Beijing.

TANG Qian, the Assistant Director-General for Education of
UNESCO, and DU Yue, the Secretary-General of Chinese National
Commission for UNESCO visited ICHEI.

January
ICHEI attended the Working Conference on UNESCO Funds-in-Trust.

April
ICHEI visited Cambodian, Sri Lankan and Indian educational
institutions.

June
International Meeting on Innovation and Entrepreneurship Education

(IMIEE) was held in Shenzhen.

8 June, ICHEI was launched in Shenzhen.
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SHENZHEN CONSENSUS

ICT-ENABLED HIGHER EDUCATION INNOVATION:
EMPOWERING HIGHER EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

1. We, the participants of the International
Meeting on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Education jointly
organized in Shenzhen, People’s Republic
of China on June 7 and 8, 2016 by the
UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau
for Education, the Chinese National
Commission for UNESCO, and the
Shenzhen Municipal Government, and
co-hosted by the Southern University of
Science and Technology (SUSTech) and the
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UNESCO International Centre
for Higher Education
Innovation (ICHEI), express
our sincere appreciation to the
organizers and hosts for
initiating, organizing and
hosting this auspicious event
on innovation and

entrepreneurship education.

2. We remember and reiterate
support for UNESCO'’s
mission to contribute to the
building of peace, global
citizenship education, poverty
eradication, lasting
development and intercultural
dialogue; and further recall the
1998 and 2009 World
Conferences on Higher
Education which highlights the
need to adapt higher
education to the 21st century
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and “the need to invest in

higher education as a major
force in building an inclusive
and diverse knowledge
society, and to advance
research, innovation and
creativity” respectively.

3. On this historic occasion,
which includes the launching
of the International Centre for
Higher Education Innovation
(ICHEI) as a UNESCO
Category 2 Centre we reaffirm
the vision of the worldwide
movement for Education For
All launched in Jomtien in
1990, and reiterated in Dakar
in 2000, and in the 2015
Incheon Declaration and the
Education 2030 Framework
for Action, which advocates
for equitable quality education
and lifelong learning for all

/12
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and provides guidelines for
action for achieving such goals
respectively.

4. We highlight and reaffirm

support for the 2030

Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs) especially for

SDG 4 (Ensure inclusive and

equitable quality education and

promote lifelong learning

opportunities for all); SDG 5 s
(Achieve gender equality and ' ///// // /7
empower all women and girls); v ///Z - /

.,
oy ‘4

SDG 9 (Build resilient ;7 // | o
infrastructure, promote -~ re /’ // S / o 4 Jit /7 1y / / o /
sustainable industrialization and < ) ‘f/// '//'// / Lo gl

among countries).
/
'y /'

5. We note that the 2012 Paris
Open Education Resources

ity, b |
foster innovation); and SDG 10 E / 0y / r1
(Reduce inequality within and / / /// / /// ////
’ /
UCLIO : //




ICT, Higher Education and

Sustainable Development

9. Ensuring inclusive and equitable
quality education and promoting
lifelong learning opportunities for all is
an extremely challenging task.
However, the multiplier effect of ICT
and its application in higher education
may provide sufficient leverage for its
achievement.

10. Achieving gender equality and
empowering all women and girls can
start with their education, especially in
higher education, where they learn the
21st century skills necessary to
participate globally within an
increasingly knowledge-based society.

11. Building resilient infrastructure,
promoting sustainable industrialization
and fostering innovation can only be
achieved with a highly-educated
workforce equipped with the necessary

skills to engage in the Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematics (STEAM) fields. The
social sciences and humanities
contribution to social development,
however, should not be overlooked or
underestimated, given that economic
development should be accompanied
by social development.

12. Reducing inequality between and
within countries is another challenge.
Notwithstanding this, higher
education’s social mobility role and
increased cooperation in the
application of ICTs in higher education
provide the necessary tools towards
achieving the above-mentioned task.

13. ICT application and innovation in
higher education is not a panacea for
achieving the SDG challenges.
Instead, it facilitates and provides the
necessary tools to help achieve the
2030 Sustainable Development Goals.

dLERZHR

Maritime Silk Road

Towards an ICT-enabled Higher Education Environment

14. Citing the People’s Republic of
China’s “One Belt One Road” initiative,
which focuses on connectivity and
cooperation among countries, the
vision towards an ICT-enabled higher
education environment can only be
achieved through mutual connectivity

and cooperation among countries.

15. Given that international best
practices in the application of ICT in
higher education should be shared
resources to serve as examples to less
ICT-enabled higher education

systems, information sharing becomes
a necessity, particularly to developing
countries seeking to enhance their
higher education systems through the

application of ICT.

16. These international best practices
should not be limited to the application
of ICT to higher education at the higher
education institutional level or the
development of OERs, but should
include all aspects of ICT application in

15/16



higher education, including policy
development and
implementation, and relevance to
various stakeholders including
students, teaching personnel and
industry.

17. Given the prohibitive costs of
ICT infrastructure (including
hardware and software) to
developing countries,
establishing global partnerships,
including Public-Private
Partnerships, helps facilitate a
reduction in costs of applicable
and relevant ICTs to higher
education institutions and other
stakeholders.

18. Establishing Public-Private
Partnerships for ICT in Higher
Education has the potential to
establish an affordable and

relevant ICT infrastructure required
to increase higher education
institutions’ capacity to provide
equitable quality education and
lifelong learning for all. Especially
with the incorporation of
entrepreneurship education into
their mandate, these Public-Private
Partnerships can encourage higher
education stakeholders to embrace
entrepreneurship and contribute to
job creation required to absorb the
increasing number of higher
education graduates worldwide.

19. Furthermore, knowledge
production, capacity building,
technical support, policy
development and support, and
information sharing are essential to

The Role of ICHEI

20. The International Centre for
Higher Education Innovation
(ICHEI), is a Category 2 Centre
under the auspices of UNESCO,
approved on November 13, 2015
by the 38th General Conference
of UNESCO, whose mission is:

a.Broadly, to work closely with
UNESCO to help higher education
institutions, governments and
enterprises in the Asia-Pacific
region to be better prepared and
equipped for fulfilling their social
responsibilities and serving the
development needs of Member
States;

b.In particular, to exploit the
potential of ICT to support
expansion, improve quality and
promote equity in higher education
in developing countries; and

c.To build synergies and
strengthen sub-regional and
regional networks.

21. ICHEI serves as a laboratory
of ideas and a knowledge-sharing
platform for the application of ICTs
in higher education for the
Asia-Pacific to generate and
disseminate innovative proposals
and policy advice for the
consideration of UNESCO
Member States.

22. Based on its four strategic
objectives of knowledge
production, capacity building,
technical support and information
sharing, ICHEI will attempt to

strengthen international and
regional cooperation in higher
education innovation, including
fostering alliances, intellectual
cooperation, knowledge-sharing
and operational partnerships
primarily in the Asia-Pacific
region; provide relevant advice
for policy development and
implementation; and develop
institutional and human
capacities for higher education

through the promotion and the




application of ICTs in higher education.

23. To date, ICHEI has been instrumental in building a

Public-Private Partnership with Shenzhen’s key players in the

ICT sector, namely Huawei, Zhongxing, and Tencent. Given

Shenzhen’s reputation as a “learning city” and a hub of innovation,

we hope this partnership expands in terms of geographic reach and

depth, including smaller players and start-ups, to encourage their

participation and contribution to higher education innovation and

Recommendations

24. As such, we express
support for ICHEI and its
worthy endeavor to promote
and enhance the application
of ICTs in higher education.
Furthermore, we also express
our desire to collaborate with
ICHELI’s activities in the
coming years to establish an
ICT-enabled higher education
environment that supports the
achievement of the 2030
Sustainable Development
Goals.

25. We encourage the
establishment of global
partnerships, including
Public-Private Partnerships,
for the development and
application of ICTs in higher
education to facilitate

Education 2030

Incheon Declaration
and
Framework for Action

Towanas inchastve and enwtadis
ity educnian ass Malong
lnaming for all

enhanced access and
relevance to multiple
stakeholders to an
ICT-enabled higher education
environment. These
partnerships should
incorporate entrepreneurship
education into their mandates
to facilitate increasing the
number of future
entrepreneurs that contribute
to sustainable economic and

social development at the
national, regional and global
levels.

26. To ensure quality and
relevant higher education
innovation, we recognize the
need to establish
guidelines/principles for
quality higher education
innovation. Such
guidelines/principles do not
seek to standardize higher
education innovation
practices, but, rather,
establish international best
practices which take into
consideration access, equity,
quality and relevance of
these innovations to multiple
stakeholders.

27. Building on the legacy of
the education for all
movement, the Paris OER

Declaration, and the Qingdao

Declaration, and reiterating

support for the Incheon
Declaration and the 2030
Sustainable Development
Goals, this Shenzhen
Consensus is a historic
commitment to promote,
enhance and collaborate on
the development and
application of ICTs for higher
education, and support
UNESCO'’s ongoing mission to
promote peace, global
citizenship education, poverty
eradication, lasting
development and intercultural
dialogue.
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